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“With God all things are possible” 
      --Matthew 19:26 
 
 

           Thoughts from the Pastor’s Pen 

 “Ask and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be 

opened to you.”  Luke 11:9 

 
     God is very present in our lives and we must do our part.  One of the most 

interesting men of our century was Sir Winston Churchill.  It took him three 

years to get through the eighth grade, because he had trouble learning English.  
It is somewhat ironic that later on, Oxford University asked him to speak at its 

commencement exercises.  As he approached the podium, the crowd arose in 

appreciative applause.  With great dignity, the postwar Churchill settled the 
crowd as he stood confidently before his admirers. Looking directly at the eager 

audience, with authority ringing in his voice, he cried, “Never give up.”  Several 

hushed seconds passed.  He rose to his toes and shouted again, “Never give up!” 

     His words thundered across the audience.  A profound silence engulfed the 
crowd as Churchill reached for his hat and cigar, and steadied himself with his 

cane, and descended the platform.  His commencement speech finished.   

     My dear friends, no matter what obstacles you face in this year, no matter 
what blocks your path or surprises you with sorrow, remember that God is on 

your side.  Remember the words of Churchill: “never give up”.  Perseverance is a 

major factor of success.  Keep asking, seeking, and knocking.  Knock long 
enough at the gate and you are sure to wake up someone. 

Pastor Roy 

 

Worship Schedule & Events 

 
This year the worship and sermons will focus on Living the Christian Life.  Each 

month will focus on one theme for reflection and action in living the Christian 

life. 
January: Faith    July:  Patience 
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February: Scripture   August: Kindness  

March: Prayer   September: Generosity 
April:   Love    October: Witness 

May: Joy    November: Gentleness 

June:  Peace    December: Self-Control 
 

Come and join us each Sunday as we explore these Christian disciplines. 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 25th.  A service of Holy Communion 
will be held at 7:30pm as we begin a time of reflection.  

 

Healing Service on Sunday, March 15th:  Lahaska Methodist Church is a caring, 
supportive, and healing community which gathers every Sunday at 10:00am to praise 

God, affirm our faith, and support one another in our faith journey.  On Sunday, 

March 15th, we will have a Healing Service.  This is a special time of anointing and 
laying on of hands for healing.  Bring a friend, for we all need the healing presence of 

God in our lives.   

 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, April 5th.  This Sunday we will be blessed by a 

Choir Cantata entitled, “Psalms, Passion, and Alleluias”.  Please join us for this 

uplifting, yet solemn and inspiring musical service. 

 
Holy Thursday Candle Light Communion will be held on April 9 at 7:30pm.  This is 

a particularly meaningful experience for us all.  

 
Good Friday Service will be held at Lahaska Church this year on April 10th 

beginning at 2:00pm. 

 
Come celebrate Easter!  On Sunday, April 12, services will be held at 9:30am and 

11:00am.  This is a time to rejoice with music and affirmation.  Come and bring a 

friend! 
 

Confirmation Sunday on April 19th.  This will be a very special service to welcome 

those in the Confirmation Class who have accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior 

into the fellowship of Christ’s church here in Lahaska.  These young people need our 
encouragement and support. 

 

LENTEN RETREATS: 
Men’s Lenten Breakfast:  March 22 at 8:30am.  All men are welcome for this time of 

fun and sharing.  Bring a friend!  Rev. Bruce Lenich will help us celebrate our men’s 

journey.  The breakfast will be held at the church. 
 

Women’s Lenten Retreat:  March 28 from 9:30am to 3:00pm at Roy and Nancy 

Lewis’ home.  Bring your lunch.  Beverages and dessert will be provided.  The program 
will be entitled, “God’s Design for the Highly Healthy Person” and will be presented by 
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Robin Heebner, Meg Scott, and Sarah Brundage.  All women are invited—bring a 

friend! 
 

Bible Study:  Continues on Thursday mornings, 10:00am, at the church. 

 
Summer Camp is right around the corner.  The United Methodist Church has three 

camps with a variety of programs and experiences for all ages.  Nancy and I will be 

going to Grandparents Camp again this year.  Which camp are you going to?  Which 

camp will your children or grandchildren go to this year?  Our granddaughter is 
going to Night Gym and Swim Camp.  Camp Information is posted in the Narthex. 

 

Church Spring Bazaar:  Saturday, May 2nd:  9:00am to 3:00pm 
 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Think about what Sunday would be a good Sunday for you to place FLOWERS on the altar.  
Be sure to sign up on the Flower Calendar in the Narthex.  Cost is $35.00, payable to 
Lahaska United Methodist Church.  Flowers are provided by Carousel Flowers in 
Doylestown.  Special envelopes are provided marked, “Flowers” for your payment.  Our 
Flower committee is chaired by Grace Bedine and Lillian Porter.  
  **Anyone signing up for flowers on a particular Sunday can take them home 
after the Sunday service that day. 

 
************************************************************************************************* 

 

  United Methodist Women Information 

 

 The following dates are for meetings and events of the UMW.  All women are welcome 

and encouraged to attend.  Upcoming meetings will be held in the church.  Please bring a 

bag lunch.  Dessert and beverage will be provided.  There will be no meeting in May 

due to our craft fair/flea market on May 2nd.   

 

March 9:  The meeting will be held at the Church starting at 11:30am. 

 

March 28:  Women’s Lenten Retreat at Nancy & Roy Lewis’ home 9:30am-3:00pm. The 

Program entitled, God’s Design for the Healthy Person” led by Robin Heebner, Sarah 

Brundage, & Meg Scott. 

 

April 20:     The meeting will be held at the Church starting at 11:30am.  

 

Other Dates to Keep on Your Calendar: 

April 26:  Bring Down Day after church 
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April 29:  Set Up Day  9:00am--? 

May 2:  Flea Market & Bazaar  9:00am—3:00pm 

May 4:  Clean Up Night  6:00pm--? 

 

May 11:  “Daughters Night Out” @ the Cock-n-Bull Restaurant.  All ladies and female 

guests are encouraged to attend! 

 

 

*May 2:  9:00am-3:00pm    ANNUAL SPRING 

BAZAAR  
 

Bazaar Information: 
     At the Spring Bazaar, we now have a “Country Collectibles” table.  If you have an 

item you can part with which has some value (a little or a lot), please consider donating 

it.  You will need to put a price on it, which we will hold firm to.  If the item doesn’t sell, 

you may take it back.  Perhaps the right person for your item could come along in the 

fall. 

Donated Items that We Can’t Accept: 

Computer printers, canning jars, stuffed animals, video cameras, encyclopedias & 

textbooks, typewriters (electric/manual), exercise equipment (more than 5 yrs. old), 

microwave ovens (that are not in good condition), car seats (more than 3 years old and 

not intact).  

 
************************************************************************************* 

TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

INFORMATION 

 The Trustees of the United Lahaska Methodist Church oversee and are responsible for the 

church property.  They meet monthly and make decisions regarding our church home.  Paul 

Balderston is the President of the Trustees, and if you have any questions, concerns, or 

affirmations please let him know.  You are welcome to attend any of their meetings.   

 The Administrative Council is the governing body of our church.  They oversee the 

programs, finances, education, and committees of the church.  Sarah Brundage is the Lay 

Leader of the church and chairs the Administrative Council. Her job is to manage the Church 

and work with the Pastor in providing and fulfilling our mission.  You are always welcome to 

attend any of these meetings.   
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TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING DATES & TIMES:   

TRUSTEES MEET AT 7:00pm; ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL AT 7:45pm on these 

Wednesday evenings:  March 4 and May 6.  

********************************************************************************** 

 

   MORE CHURCH NEWS/INFORMATION 

 

Don’t Forget to keep visiting the Lahaska United Methodist Church Website: 

    www.lahaskachurch.com 

On it you will find all sorts of information for events and happenings of the church, 

pictures, and the Pastor’s letter, plus a “cyber copy” of this newsletter (and back 

issues) will also be posted!   

**Please send your e-mail addresses to Lee Irvin at lwi1997@comcast.net. Lee 

will be managing our website.  Any information that you would like to have posted 

on the website, please e-mail to Lee.  

 

 

   

 *************************************************************************** 

Happy Birthdays to Celebrate! 

 

 

March: 3: Joan Curran;  5: Virginia Hall;  9: Robert Law;  11: Jean McGlynn;  15: 
Wesley Bolitho  19: Alexanda Law;  24: Elizabeth Fogg;   31: Elinor 
Lawrence 

 
April: 7: Dan Cochran;   22: Joseph Phillips;   28: Courtney Dilks 
 

May: 2: Paul Farthing;  4: Jim Milloy;  8: Walter Michitsch; 12: Larry McGlynn;    
21: Charlotte Weiss, Lovett Geddes, Doris Lawrence;  24: Sophia Cochran;  
27: Ricky Schimpf;  28: Glenn Masters;  29: Frank Bolitho  

  
***************************************************************                                 

Lahaska Herald Laugh Lines 

 

Plaster of Parish 
 A crumbling old church building needed remodeling, so, during his sermon, the preacher 

made an impassioned appeal looking directly at the richest man in town.  At the end of the 

sermon, the rich man stood up and announced, “Pastor, I’ll contribute $1,000.”  Just then, plaster 

fell from the ceiling and struck the rich man on the shoulder.  He promptly stood back up and 

shouted, “Pastor, I will increase my donation to $5,000!  Before he could sit back down, plaster fell 

on him again, and again he virtually screamed, “Pastor, I will double my last pledge!”  He sat down 

http://www.lahaskachurch.com/
mailto:lwi1997@comcast.net
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and a larger chunk of plaster fell on his head.  He stood up once more and hollered, “Pastor, I will 

give $20,000!!  This prompted a deacon to shout, “Hit him again, Lord!  Hit him again!” 

“The Best Poem in the World” 

I was shocked, confused, bewildered, as I entered Heaven’s door, 

Not by the beauty of it all, nor the lights, or its décor. 

It was the folks in Heaven that made me sputter and gasp—the thieves, the liars,  

the sinners, the alcoholics and the trash. 

There stood the kid from 7th grade, who swiped my lunch money—twice! 

Next to him was my old neighbor, who never said anything nice. 

Herb, who I always thought was rotting away in hell, was sitting pretty on cloud nine, 

Looking incredibly well 

I nudged Jesus, “What’s the deal?  I would love to hear your take. 

How’d all these sinners get up here?  God must have made a mistake. 

And why is everyone so quiet, so somber—give me a clue.” 

“Hush, child,” He said.  “They’re all in shock.  No one thought they’d be seeing you.” 

JUDGE NOT. 

Remember...just going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than standing in your 

garage 

makes you a car. 

Every saint has a PAST… 

Every sinner has a FUTURE! 

 

 

 

*********************************************************************  

Thoughts of Inspiration from the Editor 

 

Sell It 

Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Matthew 13:46 

     It’s worth it.  If you’ve found that pearl, you must have it.  It’s worth more than everything 

you own.  Everything else will lose its value.  This is timeless.  Everything else will stay on earth 

when you die.  This you can take with you.  What is this pearl?   

     It is the salvation of your soul.  When the rich young ruler asked Jesus how to get to heaven, 

Jesus’ answer was direct and simple.  Sell everything.  Keep nothing for yourself.  Jesus knew that 

even one thing that we keep for ourselves will block our relationship with God.  God demands 

the highest seat in our lives.  If your car is your idol, sell it!  If your house is your idol, sell it!  If 

you worship your reputation, sell it!  Don’t let earthly trifles hinder you from getting the things 

that really count.   

     Sometimes when we sell out to God, he gives us some things back.  He may give you a house 

to live in, but not to live for.  He may give you a car to drive, but not to adore.  Even if He only 



February, 2009:        Covering the months of March, April, and May  

 7 

lets you live in a hut, what is that if you will spend eternity in a mansion?  If He lets you walk on 

mud streets, does it really matter when he has promised you gold streets in heaven? 

     The rewards of selling out to God are manifold.  Jesus promised “in this time, houses and 

brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world 

to come eternal life”. (Mark: 10:30) 

     “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”—Jim Elliot 

Profound Points to Ponder 

 

 

Dancing With God  
     When I meditated on the word òGuidanceó, I kept seeing òdanceó at the end of the 

word and I remember reading that doing Godõs will is a lot like dancing.  When two people try 

to lead, nothing feels right.  The movement doesnõt flow with the music, and everything is 

quite uncomfortable and jerky.  When one person realizes that, and lets the other lead, both 

bodies begin to flow with the music.  One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back 

or by pressing lightly in one dir ection or another.  Itõs as if two become one body, moving 

beautifully.  The dance takes surrender, willingness and attentiveness from one person and 

gentle guidance and skill from the other.   

My eyes drew back to the word òGuidanceó.  When I saw the òGó I thought of God, 

followed by òuó and òió.  òGod, òuó and òió dance.ó  God you and I dance.   

As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my life 

and once again, I became willing to let God lead.  My prayer for you today  is that Godõs 

blessings and mercies are upon you this day and everyday.  May you abide in God, as God 

abides in you.  Dance together with God, trusting God to lead and guide you through each 

season of your life.   This prayer is powerful and there is nothi ng attached.  If God has done 

anything for you in your life, please share this message with someone else.  There is no cost, 

but a lot of rewards; so letõs continue to pray for one another.    

                         And I Hope You Dance!  

 

 

More Thoughtsé. 

 Happy moments, praise God.  

Difficult moments, seek God.  

Quiet moments, worship God.  

Painful moments, trust God.  

Every moment, thank God.  

  
    

 

Sincerely, 
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          Sarah M. Brundage, Editor J 
 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT L.U.M.C. NEWSLETTER: 

SUNDAY, May 10, 2009  
 

Please e-mail or submit in writing any items you would like printed to:  

Sarah M. Brundage  

2966 Antler Drive  

Doylestown, PA   18902 

saasha1@comcast.net   
 

 


