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--Matthew 19:26

Thoughts from the Pastor’s Pen

A holy man was having a conversation with God one day and said, “Lord I
would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like.” God led the holy man to two
doors. He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. In the middle of
the room was a large round table. In the middle of the table was a large pot of
stew which smelled delicious and made the holy man’s mouth water. The people
sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They appeared to be famished.
They were holding spoons with very long handles that were strapped to their
arms and each found it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a
spoonful, but since the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get
the spoons back into their mouths. The holy man shuddered at the sight of their
misery and suffering. God said, “You have now seen Hell.”

They went to the next room and opened the door; it was exactly the same as
the first one. There was a large pot of stew that made the holy man’s mouth
water. The people were equipped with the same long handled spoons, but here,
the people were well nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy man
said, “I don’t understand.”

“It’s simple,” said God. “It requires but one skill. You see, they have learned
to feed each other, help each other and care for each other. This is Heaven. In
Hell, the greedy and prideful think only of themselves. We all have a choice daily
to serve ourselves, feed our greed and pride, or help and care for others and
serve the Living Lord.” You can feed another by praying for your neighbor and
inviting them to worship with you on Sunday. See you at worship.

Fastor Rog

Worship Schedule & Events
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Advent begins on December 3. Come join us in expectation.
December Celebrations:

Dec. 3:

Dec. 17:

Dec. 17:

Dec. 24:

Dec. 31:

January, 2007:

Advent begins on Dec. 3. It is a time of preparation. At this service
the children received their Advent calendars and their parents
received the Devotional booklet that accompanies the calendar. All
families will receive the Advent Devotional Booklet.

Children’s Christmas Program—This is the 34 Sunday of Advent
and our children will present a special program at the 10:00am
service. This is a wonderful time to support our children, declare the
magic of Christmas, and encourage our children on their Christian
journey.

Christmas Open House Party at the home of Nancy and Roy Lewis
(2337 Upper Barness Road, Warrington) from 1:00pm until
4:30pm. This is a wonderful Christmas event and time to share with
others the joy of the season. Nancy and Roy look forward to seeing
you at our home!

Christmas Eve Services:

10:00am Worship Hour—This is the 4t Sunday of Advent and we
will be blessed with a special musical program. Our Choir will bring a
musical message along with other special music.

The Family Service—“Jesus’ Birthday Party” will be held at
6:30pm. All families are welcome. This is a unique Birthday Party
for Jesus. Come and bring your children and grandchildren!

The Candlelight Service will begin at 8:00pm. This special service
helps us celebrate the birth of the Christ Child through words, music,
and “light”. All our welcome.

New Year’s Eve Worship at 10:00am—Come and help us remember
God’s gifts to you in 2006, and look forward with faith, hope, and love
to the future, 2007.

Jan. 7: We will celebrate the New Year with Holy Communion. Christ
came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. This is the
message of salvation. God so loved you and me that he gave his only
begotten son, that whoever so believes in Him will have eternal life. What a
promise. What a blessing! What a way to begin 2007!
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*JANUARY 15TH, 2007 Is the REGISTRATION DEADLINE for the SIGHT
& SOUND TRIP (Lancaster, PA) in MAY.

Jan. 21: Healing Service—Come and receive Christ’s gift of healing and
wholeness at the 10:00am Worship Hour.

Jan. 28: Winter Feast: This will be held Jan. 28 in the church social
hall at 5:00pm. In the midst of winter and the darkness of January, come
experience the warmth and laughter of our congregation. This is one event
you won’t want to miss. Watch future bulletins for information on the
surprise theme for this covered dish event!

Wed., Feb. 21st: Winter will go quickly and we will gather as God’s people
on Wednesday, Feb. 21st to begin LENT with the ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE at 7:30pm.

Bible Studies:

Bible Studies will be held Thursday mornings at 10:00am. Pastor Lewis
leads the group in a study of the Gospel of St. John.

Bible studies will also be held Sunday evenings at Jim
Murray, our LUMC Lay Leader will lead these Bible Studies focusmg on

ALTAR FLOWERS

Think about what Sunday would be a good Sunday for you to place FLOWERS on
the altar. Be sure to sign up on the Flower Calendar in the Narthex. Cost is
$35.00, payable to Lahaska United Methodist Church. Flowers are provided by
Carousel Flowers in Doylestown. Special envelopes are provided marked, “Flowers”
for your payment. Our Flower committee is chaired by Grace Bedine and Lillian
Porter.

**Anyone signing up for flowers on a particular Sunday can take them
home after the Sunday service that day.
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Sunday School Information

Children’s Christmas Program will be held Sunday, Dec. 17 at 10:00am (during
the Worship Hour). We ask that the children come 15 minutes early that day.

*There will be a Dress Rehearsal on Saturday, December 16th at 1:00pm at the
church.
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Sunday School Offering: Just a reminder, we ask each child attending Sunday
School to donate $1.00 each week towards the cost of materials. Thank you so
much!

-—Fran Snganek
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United Methodist Women Information

The following dates are for meetings and events of the UMW. All women are welcome
and encouraged to attend.

Jan. 8: Luncheon & Meeting at Waterlillies Restaurant at 11:30am.

Jan. 15: UMW Book Club Meeting 7:30pm—Discussion will be on the book,
“The Secret Life of Bees”. The location announcement will be in
future church bulletins.

Feb. 12: Luncheon at Waterlillies Restaurant at 11:30am.

Feb. 19: “Theology in Film”—7:30pm at the Church. The film to be
discussed is “The Green Mile” and discussion will be led by Lorraine
Smith. Men are welcome to attend this film discussion. Please view
the film, “The Green Mile” prior to attending this meeting.
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TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
INFORMATION

The Trustees of the United Lahaska Methodist Church oversee and are responsible for the
church property. They meet monthly and make decisions regarding our church home. Paul
Balderston is the President of the Trustees, and if you have any questions, concerns, or
affirmations please let him know. You are welcome to attend any of their meetings.

The Administrative Council is the governing body of our church. They oversee the
programs, finances, education, and committees of the church. Jim Murray is the Lay Leader
of the church and chairs the Administrative Council. His job is to manage the Church and
work with the Pastor in providing and fulfilling our mission. You are always welcome to
attend any of these meetings.
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TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING DATES & TIMES:
TRUSTEES MEET AT 7:00pm; ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL AT 8:00pm on these
Wednesday evenings: Dec. 13, Jan. 3, and Feb. 7.

Acolyte Information

DECEMBER: 3: Sienna Wabhler, 10: Callahan Murray, 17: Cate Law 24: Jaden Wahler,
31: Tara Irvin.

JANUARY: 7: Gillian Murray, 14: Alex Law, 21: Michael Szymanek , 28: Sienna Wahler.

FEBRUARY: 4: Callahan Murray, 11: Cate Law , 18: Jaden Wahler , 25: Tara Irvin.

MORE CHURCH NEWS/INFORMATION

“Growing Families” Group Information:
The Family Resource Library is located downstairs in the basement of the church.
Anyone can check out materials for a month at a time. Take a look and see what there is!

Upcoming Meeting/ Get-Together Dates:
Sunday, January 21, 2007
Sunday, February 18, 2007—"“Game Day”—bring your favorite game to play and share!

Beach Front Condo in Cape May, NJ!

Help the church financially and yourself to a little R & R! We have a beach front condo
available in Cape May, NJ. Whatever you can afford for a 2 or 3 day stay will go to the
Lahaska Church! All times/dates are presently available for the month of December. We
normally charge $200 per night at that time of year. You do what your heart desires. The
condo is suited for up to 6 people. If interested, please contact Linda & Bruce Pelham at
(215) 794-5452.
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December: 3: Callahan Murray; 5: Janet Yates; 7: David Kenderdine; 10:
Alyssa Irvin; 16: Sarah Brundage; 21: George Brundage; 26: Jennell Irvin.
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January: 5: Frank Michitsch Jr.; 6: Yvette Bordeaux; 9: Hope A. Cochran; 11:
Chris Schimpf; 15: Jim Murray; 20: Wallace Kinsey, Gillian Murray, Karen
Hopkins, Dominick Karp; 22: Chuck Bedine; 24: Lauren Polito; 25: Bob Stotz;
27: Cira Cochran.

February: 5: Jim Schwander; 8: Becky Scampton; 11: Peter Ponniah; 13:
Robert Phillips Jr.; 18: Dawn Kenderdine; 22: Lee Dilks; 24: Mary Schwander.
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Lahaska Herald Laugh Lines

Thoughts of Inspiration from the Editor

Christmas List Giving is a secret of a
What do we want for Christmas? healthy life. Not necessarily
What do we want indeed— money, but whatever a
We' ' re well supplied Wi taborwdmahfitf Or t s ;
There’ s little that we ne enuagmentand
What we are most desiring sympathy and understanding.

As carols flood the air?

What do we want for Christmas
To keep our souls from care?

A little understanding,

Some love and friendship too,
Some kindly words to help us
In everything we do.

These lasting gifts of beauty,
We choose above the rest,
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Are all we need for Christmas
To make us rich and blessed.

11 GUIDELINES FROM THE GOSPELTO MAKE LIFE MEANINGFUL,
FLEXIBLE, AND CHRIST LIKE
From Pastor Roy Lewis, November 19, 2006

1. Love God This is central to all that we believe and to our life. The Scripture is
clear: love God because God loved you first. All other loves fail us and disappoint us.
Love God for God is always with us.

2. Quit Worrying  When life hits you and it will with pain, sorrow, suffering,

loses and hurt, remember what Jesus said in Matthew 5. Do not be anxious about

your | ifeéseek first Christ and His kingdo
you and will be a resource to see you through.

3. Take responsibility for your words and actions. We seem to look to others as

the cause of our difficultie s and struggl es. Like children
Nobody did ito. Joy comes and maturity co
responsibility.

4. Trust God. Once youbve given God your burdens
God to bring you through it. The opposite of trust is control and we get into more

difficulty when we seek to control all events in our life and in the lives of others.

Trust is another word for faith. Put your faith in God and let go.

5. See yourself as God sees yoWhen we see ourselves as God sees us then we see
ourselves as special, the beloved, talented and a child of God. Seeing yourself as God
sees you will change your life.

6. Talk with God. We call it prayer. Pray daily and tell God your issues, your
worries, your concerns and then |isten to God¢

7. Share your blessings.You were taught to share when you were 2 years old.
Share your toys, share your blanket. Now share your joy, your love, your faith. This
is what it means to love your neighbor.

8. Be PatientWe | i ve in an Ai ngivénse patiencgaedryieeritat i on o .
to me now. We are a people who want immediate gratification. Instant food, instant

weight loss, instant text messages, and faster and faster computers. Patience is a

virtue but a key to successful living.
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9.BeKind. Be kind to ot hers. Be kind to yourse
a grudge. Forgive and then forget.

10. Love yourself. Love yourself as much as Christ loves you. You were created
out of love and when you were born, people and God smiled. Love yourself not in an
arrogant way but rather with the love that God has for you.

11. Thank God Daily. Be a person of a thankful heart. Thank God today for
health, wealth, opportunities, for family and friends. Thank God for the many
blessings you have received and are receiving. Live a thank-filled life.
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A thought to ponder during the Christmas Season and thr oughout the
New Y ear to come:
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through, the joy that you give to others is the joy that comes back to
Ui 0856

Sincerely,

Sarah M. Brundage, Editor J

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT L.U.MNEWSLETTER:
SUNDAY, February 4, 2007

Please email or submit in writing any items you would like printed to:
Sarah M. Brundage
2966 Antler Drive
Doylestown, PA 18902
SAASHAl@comcast.net



